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Christmas in July ? Wesley Style!
It’s really not Christmas in July, but it is the time to begin thinking about the upcoming season. And
that’s exactly what a group in our congregation has been doing.
Remember that Charles Wesley wrote thousands of poems and hymn texts, including “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing” and his brother, John, an evangelistic preacher, was one of the founders of the Methodist
movement in 18th century England. Now imagine our fellowship hall coming alive with the backdrop of
the Wesley home in Bristol, England during the Christmas season in 1750. Charles and Susannah
Wesley are entertaining friends of the Bristol Society who are far from home. Charles’ brother, John, is
a special guest for the evening. Along with their housemaid, Betty, the guests are invited to sing carols
of Christmas while waiting for the special guest to arrive.
For the past several months, a committee has been working on preparations for our upcoming dinner and
musical play, “A Christmas Madrigal Dinner at the Home of Charles Wesley,” which will be a fundraiser and take place on Friday, December 2nd and Saturday, the 3rd. The first production of this
madrigal dinner was done by a United Methodist Church in Champaign, Illinois in 1980. It is an educational and inspirational story, including historical background on Christmas carols. It includes period
costumes and music, as well as choir and audience singing of carols, a children’s choir, and dancing.
This will be an event for the church and open to the public as well. It will start at 6pm on Friday and on
Saturday, it probably will be a matinee. The ticket price will be $10, which goes toward the fundraiser
and to cover the production costs and dinner.
This can be a splendid way for us to instill in our congregation and community (and beyond) the
renewed feeling of Christmas joy! Look for more information in the coming months, and please speak
with Frankie or one of the pastors if you would like to be part of this special event.

Announcements
Mark Your Calendar

Room in the Inn returns from August 13 - 20.

 Our

next Blood Drive, in coordination with The
Blood Connection, will be on Saturday,
September 16 from 10am - 3pm.

A sign-up sheet and descriptions of the various volunteer positions are posted on the bulletin board opposite
the front office. (Copies of the volunteer positions can
be found in a folder on the counter in the front office.)
For more information on the program and how you
can volunteer, call Jane Williams.

 The

Blood Connection is committed to meeting
the needs of patients in our communities - local
hospital and patient needs are met first. Only
after their hospital partners are taken care of
does TBC provide much needed services
beyond our horizon to other hospitals and
blood centers.

** Also — personal care bags are made up to give to
the women, and we are low on our donated supplies of
motel-size shampoos and lotions. If you would like to
donate, please leave the items on the counter in the
front office.

 If

you plan to donate, don’t donate any blood
from now until the Blood Drive.

 More

Sunday, September 17
Last year we had one worship service in the picnic
area, followed by our annual picnic. Many people
enjoyed this, so we are planning to do it again! More
details will be coming in August. We hope you’ll plan
to join us for a great day of worship and fellowship.

Reminder
During the Summer, church attendance can be less
since people are traveling more and involved in
family activities because the kids are out of school.
We’d appreciate it if you miss attending church
during the summer, to please remember to still send in
your regular offering. The church depends on these
monies to keep God’s work going. You can mail, or
drop by, your contribution to the church.

Save your shoe boxes!
While you’re out shopping for your children to get
them ready for school, save those shoe boxes with
separate lids and bring them to the church office. This
is for our supply of gift boxes that will be used for
Operation Christmas Child.
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information to come about sign-ups.
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